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PENDER COUNTY BRANCH PRESIDENT REFLECTS ON PAST INVOLVEMENT WITH 

VICTIM OF BRUTALITY BY SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 
 

Pender County NAACP Branch President, Rev. Dante’ A. Murphy, applauds the most recent 
lawsuit filed against the Cleveland County Board of Education regarding the brutal beating of 
“TW” more than three years ago.  Media outlets reported the lawsuit on November 29, 2017.  
The mother of “TW” desperately sought the assistance of the Cleveland County Branch NAACP 
after her minor child was reportedly brutally beaten by a school resource officer in 2014.  Rev. 
Murphy was serving as Branch President of the Cleveland County NAACP when the attack took 
place.   The local branch moved swiftly to assist the mother in exposing the injustice towards her 
child through media outlets.  The local branch also assisted the mother in obtaining a reputable 
and experienced attorney in the area of discrimination.  Once linked to an attorney the local 
branch could no longer have direct involvement with the subject matter.   

Rev. Murphy wishes to express encouragement by the recent lawsuit and the continued hope it 
brings in rectifying the vicious injustices that seem to fall on the heads of minorities and 
underprivileged citizens of our nation.  The lack of solid evidence and resources often cause 
discriminatory acts to go unreported and unexposed, ultimately yielding a greater probability that 
the abuses will continue.   

There exist a multitude of public school systems across our nation that compromise the welfare 
and education of our children in exchange for high administrative overhead, unfair hiring 
practices that hurt minorities, low performing schools, and families with limited choice and input 
in their children’s education.  The Pender County Branch NAACP stands proud to know that the 
NAACP has been committed to the fight against racial hatred and mistreatment of all people 
throughout our 106-year history.  We will continue our work both locally, statewide and 
nationally to assure that all children receive a fair and quality education without the threat of 
mental, physical, emotional, or spiritual harm. 

We invoke the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers and so many other 
great practitioners of faith, hope, and democracy.  We are grateful for the courage and tenacity of 
“TW’s” family, whose quiet steadfastness is helping to sustain the national movement of hope 
and equality for all of America’s children.  Justice delayed will not be justice denied!  


